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State Veteran Homes (SVH) In Ohio – Ohio is far behind other states
· State Veterans Homes provide many advantages to Veteran care, health and morale.  It starts with the camaraderie that Veterans felt while they served their nation, an endeavor that for many included significant time away from family, exposure to harsh environments and injury or loss of fellow service-members and friends
· Ohio has only 2 SVHs out of 177 throughout the nation, our newest home was built in 2003.  Michigan has built 3 homes in the last 7 years.  Ohio SVHs are located north in Sandusky and South in Georgetown
· Ohio’s current veteran long-term care infrastructure is insufficient; Central Ohio is the most underserved region, leaving thousands of veterans without SVH access
· 65% of SVH construction can be reimbursed by the VA - Federal VA State Veterans Home Construction Grant Program (administered under 38 CFR Part 59)     
· The SVH program is a federal-state partnership whereby the VA may provides assistance: grants to construct the home, per diem payments per Veteran for care, and funds to support hiring and retaining nurses once in operation
· Ohio ranks 50th out of the 53 states and territories based on SVH nursing beds to state Veteran population
· The Ohio Department of Veterans Services (ODVS) recently completed a report (site survey) that detailed the need for an additional SVH and site requirements as a response to a mandate in Ohio HB 96.  “The need for a third Ohio Veterans Home is urgent and foundational to the state’s commitment to its veterans.” (page 2 of the ODVS Site Survey Report)
· We need Veteran individuals and organizations to contact their state representatives now… and to continue sending letters and making our voice heard in 2027-2028.  Building a new SVH has many legislative hoops to go through – we must be the momentum to keep it going.  https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/  link to your legislator
· Proposed timeline 
· Land Acquisition
· January - June 2027 
· Operating Budget Funding - Environmental and Site Pre - FY 2026-2027 (ODVS & DAS to include request in FY 26 - FY 27 Operating Budget)
· July 2027 - December 2027 - Environmental Work & Site Prep - 
· Capital Budget Funding Request - January - June 2028
· Construction Start - Early 2029 (24–30-month construction estimate)
· This means if we start today and get necessary support, we still will not see a home until 2030 at the earliest… we must influence the State of Ohio Government to make this a priority!
· For more information please go to: https://www.ohamvets.org/stateveteranshome
