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The Honorable (First name)(Last name) Address
City, State (Zip Code)

RE: Support for a Central Ohio State Veterans Home (SVH)

Dear (Representative/Senator/ Last name):
My name is [your name], and I am a [Veteran / Veteran family member / service provider / advocate / community member] residing in your district. I am writing regarding the statewide shortage of long-term veteran care facilities.
Ohio’s current veterans long-term care capacity falls far short of the demonstrated need. The state operates 801 skilled-nursing beds at the Sandusky and Georgetown Veterans Homes, yet VA analyses indicate Ohio could support up to 2,143 beds—a deficit of 1,342. Ohio ranks 50th out of 53 states and territories for nursing-care beds relative to its veteran population.
Central Ohio is the most underserved region, despite having one of the state’s largest and fastest-growing veteran populations. Families frequently travel long distances to visit loved ones in the existing state homes, highlighting both the burden on families and the need for additional facilities in major population centers.
Several states—such as Texas, Michigan, and Florida—have successfully expanded veteran-home capacity using a “full-funding-up-front” model. Under this approach, the State funds 100% of design and construction costs and after VA certification receives reimbursement for up to 65% of eligible expenses. This method helps reduce construction delays, inflation-driven cost increases, federal budget timing risks, and contractor scheduling conflicts.
State Veterans Homes offer substantial benefits to veterans’ health, wellbeing, and quality of life. The newly released report is a call for Ohio to strengthen its support for veterans by building modern facilities that reflect today’s demographic trends and are designed for long-term growth, dignity, independence, and community integration.
I respectfully urge your support in advancing the planning, authorization, and funding for a Central Ohio Veterans Home, as well as exploring proven strategies that could accelerate additional regional construction. With thoughtful leadership, Ohio can close its care gap, improve regional access, and honor veterans with the high-quality services they deserve.
Sincerely,

SIGN YOUR NAME

Print your name 
Street address
City, State, Zip code



[bookmark: TIPS_FOR_WRITING,_SENDING_AN_E-MAIL_OR_C]Writing a Letter

· Use the correct salutation: 

The Honorable First Name Last Name
Address
City, State, Zip Code

· Begin with Dear Representative or Senator Last Name.
· State your purpose immediately. 
· If referencing a bill, include the bill number, author, and topic.
· If you live in the legislator’s district, mention it in the opening paragraph.
· Keep your message focused and clear. 
· Explain briefly and personally how the issue affects you or your family.
· Keep the letter short—ideally one page.
· Restate your request at the end (e.g., urging support or opposition).
· Thank the legislator and offer to answer questions.
· Include your contact information and sign the letter.

Sending an Email

· Follow the same guidelines as for written letters.
· Consider calling the legislator’s office first to confirm email is an effective communication method.
· Email only your legislator. Avoid mass emails or copying multiple representatives.
· Keep the email brief. Do not use special layouts, graphics, or attachments.
· Include your full name and address to show you are a constituent.
· Request a response.
· Optionally, send a hard‑copy version of the email as follow‑up.

Making a Phone Call

· State your name, address, and that you are a constituent.
· You may speak with an aide—this is normal.
· Briefly explain your position; staff track constituent concerns for the legislator.
· Organize your thoughts ahead of time to keep the call short and clear.
· Share how the issue personally affects you.
· Thank the aide or legislator for their time and attention.











TALKING POINTS - Ohio Veterans Long-Term Care Capacity

The Case for a Central Ohio Veterans Home

Ohio’s Capacity Gap
· Ohio’s long-term care capacity for veterans is significantly below the level of need. 
· The state operates only 801 skilled-nursing beds at its Sandusky and Georgetown campuses, while federal VA analyses indicate Ohio could support up to 2,143 beds. 
· This leaves a statewide deficit of 1,342 beds. 
· In proportional rankings, Ohio stands 50th out of 53 states and territories for nursing-care beds relative to its veteran population.

Central Ohio: Underserved and Strategically Essential
· Central Ohio is the most underserved region in the state, despite its large and growing veteran population. 
· Franklin County alone shows a projected need for more than 500 skilled-nursing beds. 
· Families must often travel long distances to visit loved ones in existing homes, underscoring both the regional shortage and the need for future long-term care facilities in other population centers.

Federal Priority Advantage
· Federal VA Priority-One scoring heavily emphasizes unmet need. 
· Ohio’s significant shortfall positions the state strongly for federal support of a new veterans home, especially in Central Ohio where the demand is greatest.

Proven Funding Strategy
· Several states—Texas, Michigan, and Florida—have expanded veterans-home capacity by using a “full-funding-up-front” approach:
· The State funds 100% of design and construction at the outset.
· After VA certification, up to 65% of eligible costs are reimbursed federally.
· This model minimizes delays, inflationary cost increases, federal budget risks, and scheduling conflicts tied to phased funding.

A Modern, Veteran-Centered Campus Model
Ohio has an opportunity to develop a forward-looking veterans campus with:
· Modern clinical standards and strong Priority-One alignment
· Service offerings that match Ohio’s evolving demographics
· Infrastructure designed for 50 years of growth
· Flexible care pathways (rehabilitation, memory care, hospice)
· High-quality environments emphasizing dignity, independence, and community integration

Call to Action
· By advancing the planning, authorization, and funding needed for a Central Ohio Veterans Home—and adopting proven strategies that accelerate construction—Ohio can close its care gap, strengthen regional access, and honor veterans with the services and dignity they earned.

