January 18, 2011
TO:
State Finance Committee ( State Executive Committee ( State Service Foundation ( AMVETS Career Center ( State Membership Committee ( State VAVS/Veterans Welfare Committee ( State Programs Committee

FROM:
George Ondick, Executive Director

SUBJECT:
Meetings – AMVETS 65th Annual Mid-Winter Conference

The following Committees and Boards will meet on dates defined in the following rooms, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel:

Friday, February 17, 2012

AMVETS Career Center
9:00 a.m.
Buckeye Room

Service Foundation
10:00 a.m.
Buckeye Room

Finance Committee
1:30 p.m.
Buckeye Room

State Executive Committee
3:00 p.m.
Buckeye Room
Saturday, February 18, 2012

Membership Committee
2:00 p.m.
Ballroom 3 & 4

VAVS/Vets Welfare Committee
Immediately following Memb Cmte
Ballroom 3 & 4

Programs Committee
Immediately following VAVS Cmte
Ballroom 3 & 4
Quartermaster will be open at State Headquarters, 1395 E. Dublin Granville Road, Columbus, Ohio 43229, on Friday and Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
By direction of:
James Graham, Commander


Sandra Vorhies, 1st Vice Commander


Rod Hughes, 2nd Vice Commander


Tom Smith, Sr., 3rd Vice Commander


Cathy Argyle, State Finance Committee Chairman


David F. Workman, State Service Foundation President


Butch Hardy, AMVETS Career Center President
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AMVETS DEPARTMENT OF OHIO

65th MID-WINTER CONFERENCE

RAMADA PLAZA HOTEL  
*
FEBRUARY 17-19, 2012
Friday, February 18, 2011

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Quartermaster
State Headquarters


9:00 a.m.
AMVETS Career Center
Buckeye Room

10:00 a.m.
Service Foundation
Buckeye Room

11:30 a.m.
PDC/SF Luncheon
TBA

1:30 p.m.
Finance Committee 
Buckeye Room

3:00 p.m.
State Executive Committee
Buckeye Room

3:30 p.m.
Juniors Advisors Meeting
Pavilion

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Registration

7:01 p.m.
Sad Sack Executive Scrimmage 
Cardinal

8:00 p.m.
Sad Sacks Reverse Raffle
Ballroom 4
Saturday, February 19, 2011

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Quartermaster
State Headquarters


9:00 a.m.
Legislative Awards Breakfast
Ballrooms 3 & 4

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Registration



11:00 a.m.
Business Session
Ballrooms 3 & 4

1:00 p.m.
Special Olympics
Cardinal


2:00 p.m.
Americanism
Cardinal

2:00 p.m.
Membership
Ballroom 3 & 4

2:00 p.m.
VAVS/Veterans Welfare
Ballroom 3 & 4

2:00 p.m.
Programs
Ballroom 3 & 4

3:30 p.m.
AMVETS Riders
Cardinal

4:01 p.m.
Sack Scrimmage
Ballroom 2

Sunday, February 20, 20110

8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Registration

9:00 a.m.
Business Session
Ballroom 3 & 4
(THIS AGENDA SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

MEETING NOTICE
AMVETS DEPARTMENT OF OHIO

65th ANNUAL MID-WINTER CONFERENCE

FEBRUARY 17-19, 2012
The 65th Annual Mid-Winter Conference will be held in Columbus, Ohio.  The Crowne Plaza Hotel, 6500 Doubletree Avenue, will be AMVETS Headquarters for the 2012 Conference, which will open Saturday, February 18, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. (immediately following the Legislative Awards Breakfast), and extend through Sunday, February 19, 2012.  Conference Headquarters will be in the Capital Room.  On Friday, February 17, 2012, the AMVETS Career Committee will meet in the Buckeye Boom at 9:00 a.m., followed by the Service Foundation meeting at 10:00 a.m.  The Finance Committee and State Executive Committee will meet beginning at 1:30 p.m., also the Buckeye Room.
As a reminder, the Quartermaster will not set up at the Mid Winter Conference; however, it will be open at the State Headquarters Building, 1395 E. Dublin Granville Road, Columbus, Ohio 43229, on Friday and Saturday, February 17-18, 2012 from 8:00 am until 5:00 pm.
[image: image2.emf]
CONFERENCE REPORTS


Reporting Officers, Committee Chairmen, and VAVS Representatives:  During the two day Conference, the State District Commanders, State Vice Commanders, State Appointed Officers, Service officers, National Executive Committeeman, Alternate Executive Committeemen, and VAVS Hospital Representatives will be presenting reports to the Delegates.  The Ohio Department of AMVETS Headquarters MUST receive these reports no later than February 3, 2012, so they may be reproduced and placed in Report Book form.  (VAVS Representatives must include a six-month itemized financial statement with your reports).  Email your report to Michelle at mvisintine@ohamvets.org.
[image: image3.emf]
· 24th Annual Legislative Awards Breakfast, Saturday, February 18, 2012 - 9:00 a.m. in Ballrooms 3 & 4.

· Legislative Awards will be given to: State Senator Kevin Bacon, State Representative Ron Amstutz and State Representative Debbie Phillips. 
· The Past Commanders will award District Director and Deputy Chief of Staff for U.S. Representative Patrick Tiberi, Mark Bell with the Civil Servant of the Year Award.
· Commander’s and President’s Testimonial Dinner Saturday evening.
· Service Foundation and PDC Luncheon, Friday at 11:30 a.m.  (Committee members only)
HOTEL RESERVATIONS


The main hotel is the Crowne Plaza Hotel.  The room rate is $75.00 per night.  At this time the hotel is sold out.  We do have an OVERFLOW HOTEL, the Clarion Hotel & Suites, 900 E. Dublin Granville Road, Columbus, Ohio 43229.  The room rate is $55.00 and reservations can be made at (614) 888-7440.  The hotel is exactly 1.1 miles from the main hotel.
HOSPITALITY ROOMS


No Hospitality Rooms will be available until Friday morning.  Please plan accordingly.  Also, there is to be NO ALCOHOL in any public spaces within the hotel. 

[image: image4.emf]
PRE-REGISTRATION


A time-saving program that is open for all Delegates.  The cost for pre-registration is $20.00 and the deadline for all pre-registration is February 8, 2012.   Any registrations received after that date will be held at the registration desk at the cost of $25.00, and you will have to wait in line with those who did not pre-register, so don't miss the deadline.  Pre-registrations are NON-REFUNDABLE.

CONFERENCE CREDENTIALS


In accordance with the State Constitution and By-Laws, each Post shall be entitled to one (1) Delegate, and one (1) Alternate for each fifty (50) members, or fraction, thereof.  This is based upon your membership records at Department Headquarters for 2011.  Delegates from newly-formed posts will be based upon their membership as of December 15, 2011. 

In addition to the regular delegation, each Post Commander and Post Adjutant is an authorized Delegate to the Conference.  Also, each State Elected Officer and Past State Commander is an authorized Delegate.  No Alternate is allowed for the Post Commander, Post Adjutant, State Elected Officer, or Past State Commander.  Therefore, they MUST be present and registered to vote.  Each Delegate and Alternate must present their own credentials to the Committee when they register.  They must also show their current AMVET membership card.  Enclosed are Registration sheets for your Post.  Please look on the attached sheet for the number of delegates your post is allowed. 
REGISTRATION AT THE CONFERENCE


Registration for all Delegates, Alternates, Guests and AMVET members will be $25.00.  The registration desk will be located near our meeting rooms.  Hours are as follows:

Friday, February 17, 2012

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 18, 2012

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Sunday, February 19, 2012

8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

ELECTION


Two Trustees, to serve on the Service Foundation, will be elected.  Nominations will be Saturday morning at the opening session, 11:00 a.m. – election will be held on Sunday. 

SERVICE FOUNDATION/PDC LUNCHEON


The Department Service Foundation and Past Department Commanders will have their Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. on Friday.
24TH ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST

[image: image5.emf]This conference will host a special awards breakfast honoring legislators who have worked on behalf of the veterans of Ohio.  It will be held Saturday, February 18, 2012, 9:00 a.m. in Ballroom 3 & 4.  An order form is enclosed with this mailing.
Join us in paying tribute
to the following Ohio
legislative honorees:

State Representative, Ron Amstutz

State Representative, Debbie Phillips

State Senator, Kevin Bacon

Also to be awarded is the Annual Past Commanders' Public Servant Award to:

District Director and Deputy Chief of Staff

for U.S. Rep. Patrick Tiberi

Mark Bell

Your attendance at this Legislative Breakfast is very important.  Let us, as AMVET members, show support for the men and women in our government who support our Aims and Purposes.

TESTIMONIAL DINNER


Commander James Graham and President Sonja Limer will be holding their joint Testimonial Dinner Saturday evening at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.  Reservations are required.  Forms are enclosed in this mailing.
RESOLUTIONS


Chairman of the Constitution and Resolutions Committee urges all Posts to submit Resolutions for consideration and action at the Conference to Department Headquarters at your earliest possible convenience.  Amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws are only considered at the State Convention.
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MEMBERSHIP


State Vice Commander of Membership, Sandra Vorhies, is looking forward to our largest membership year.  Your cooperation is needed.  Ask your friends to join.  The preprinted and blank membership cards are an asset to your membership program; however it is imperative that the person in your Post responsible for processing membership does so promptly.  The committee will meet at 2:00 p.m. in Ballrooms 3 & 4 on Saturday.
VAVS & PROGRAMS COMMITTEES


The VAVS Committee will meet immediately following the Membership Committee meeting at 2:00 p.m., Saturday, February 19, 2011, with the Programs Committee following immediately after that.  Members of the VAVS Committee will meet with Vice Commander Rod Hughes, and the Programs Committee will meet with Vice Commander Tom Smith, Sr.

LADIES AUXILIARY


The Ladies Auxiliary will meet at the Crowne Plaza Hotel under the leadership of President Sonja Limer.  Details will be sent out by the State Ladies Auxiliary Executive Secretary, Laura Stenson.
SONS OF AMVETS

The Sons will meet at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, under the direction of Commander Keith Sherrill.  Meeting arrangements will be mailed by the Sons of AMVETS Headquarters Office.

SAD SACKS

A Sad Sack Scrimmage will be held on Saturday afternoon, 4:01 p.m., February 18, 2012 in Ballroom 2.  State Saddest Ed Ball would appreciate it very much if all Sacks and Yardbirds are in attendance.  An Executive Scrimmage will be held in the Cardinal Room at 7:01 p.m., Friday, February 17, 2012.
SACKETTES


Sackettes will meet at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, and Aurora Noltner, State Snappiest, will hold a Fracas – arrangements will be mailed by the Auxiliary Headquarters Office.
AMVETS RIDERS


AMVETS Riders will meet at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, on Saturday, February 18, 2012 at 3:30 p.m. in the Cardinal Room.
JUNIOR AMVETS


The Junior AMVETS will meet at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, under the direction of President June Aldrich.  Please check hotel monitors for meeting times and location.  There will be a meeting for the Junior AMVETS Advisors on Friday, February 17, 2012 at 3:30 p.m. in the Pavilion.
BOWLING TOURNAMENT


Entry Forms previously mailed out.
(also available online)
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POOL TOURNAMENT


SEE ENTRY BLANK
(also available online)
WALLEYE TOURNAMENT


The Fishing/Walleye Tournament will be held July 14-15, 2012 hosted by Post #22, Vermilion.  Details will follow as they become available.
The hotel permits signs and posters, but they can only be attached with masking tape, any other type of tape causes harm to the wall surfaces.  Responsible parties will be assessed damages.
We sincerely hope that each Post is planning to send a full delegation to the 65th Annual Mid-Winter Conference in Columbus, February 17-19, 2012.  We would like to thank Barb Megoloff and Ed Ball for the wonderful cooperation and assistance they have given us.  They are doing an outstanding job and we should have an outstanding Conference.
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George Ondick

Executive Director


REMEMBER - REPORTS ARE DUE FEBRUARY 3, 2012

January 16, 2012
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Office Closed)
February 11-12, 2012
Pool Tournament – Vermilion, Ohio

February 20, 2012
President’s Day (Office Closed)
March (last 3 weekends)
State Bowling Tournament – Lancaster, Ohio

March 3, 2012
4th National District Meeting
March 11, 2012
Daylight Savings Time Begins!
March 15-19, 2011
Spring NEC/Silver Helmet – Herndon, Virginia


@ Hilton Washington Dulles Airport
April 6, 2012
Good Friday (Office Closed)
April 8, 2012
Easter Sunday

April 25, 2012
Administrative Professionals Day (Remember your staff ()

May 19, 2012
Armed Forces Day
May 28, 2012
Memorial Day (Observed) (Office Closed)
June 22-24, 2012
State Convention – Cincinnati, OH

@Millennium Hotel

June 25, 2012
(Office Closed)
June 29-July 1, 2012
Special Olympics Summer Games

@ The Ohio State University

July 14-15, 2012
State Walleye/Fishing Tournament – Vermilion, Ohio

August 4-11, 2012
National Convention – Daytona Beach, Florida

@ Hilton Daytona Beach Ocean Front Hotel

August 18-19, 2012
State Golf Tournament – Springfield, Ohio

September 15, 2012
State Horseshoe Tournament & Campout – Medway, Ohio

October 19-21, 2012
Fall Conference – Beachwood, Ohio

@ Hilton Cleveland East


THESE DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE!



HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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